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Abstract. Further interesting records of Lepidoptera 
from Chechen Republic (Russia) are presented. Eugnosta 
magnificana (Rebel, 1914) and Hypsopygia fulvocilialis 
(Duponchel, 1832) are reported as new to the Northern 
Caucasus; 13  species are reported as new to the North-
Eastern Caucasus and  3 species as new to Chechen 
Republic.

Резюме. Публикуются дальнейшие интересные 
сведения о находках чешуекрылых в Чеченской 
Республике. Eugnosta magnificana (Rebel, 1914) и 
Hypsopygia fulvocilialis (Duponchel, 1832) впервые 
приводятся для фауны Северного Кавказа, еще 13 
видов – впервые для Северо-Восточного Кавказа и 3 – 
впервые для Чеченской Республики. 

Since our first communication [Proklov, Karayeva, 
2013], further interesting records of Lepidoptera were 
made by the second author, while collecting in and around 
the city of Grozny, which we present in this paper.

Material and methods

All specimens were photographed by S.Z.  Karayeva 
either at an artificial light source at night or on the spot 
when found by day. Some were collected onto a cotton-
wool mattress. Species that can be unequivocally identified 
from photographs are included in the present article, those 
requiring dissection are left for a future study.

Although geographically speaking Grozny city lies in 
the Ciscaucasian plain, rather than in the Greater Caucasus 
mountains, for the sake of recording we adhere to the 
administrative division, as well as regions delimited in the 
“Catalogue of the Lepidoptera of Russia” [2008] (hereinafter 
referred to as “Catalogue”), where Republics of Chechnya 
and Dagestan are combined as region 14, North-Eastern 
Caucasus.

Classification follows the current internationally 
accepted system [Nieukerken et al., 2011]. Species new for 
the North-Eastern Caucasus are marked with an asterisk 
(*), those new for the Northern Caucasus with a double 
asterisk (**).

Family Scythrididae
Scythris sinensis (Felder et Rogenhofer, 1875)* 

(Fig. 1)

Record. Russia, Chechen Republic, Grozny, 23.06.2012; 25.08.2015, 
2 specimens by day.

Distribution. This accidentally introduced species, 
originating from Eastern Asia, has in the last decades 
spread throughout European Russia and was reported 
from the North-Western and Northern-Central Caucasus 
(region 13 of the “Catalogue”) [2008]. New to the North-
Eastern Caucasus.

Family Tortricidae
Eugnosta magnificana (Rebel, 1914)** 

(Fig. 2)

Record. Russia, Chechen Republic, Grozny, 16.06.2014, 1 specimen 
to light.

Distribution. Only E. hydrargyrana (Eversmann, 
1842) and E. lathoniana (Hübner, [1799]) were reported 
from the Northern Caucasus in the “Catalogue” [2008]. 
Nearest published records are from the Kalmyk Republic 
[Nedoshivina, Saranova, 2005] and Rostov Region 
[Poltavsky, 2015]. New to the Northern Caucasus.

Family Lycaenidae
Tarucus balkanicus (Freyer, [1844]) 

(Fig. 3)

Record. Russia, Chechen Republic, 2  km N of Grozny (abandoned 
country houses), 18.08.2015, 1 specimen.



Distribution. The species was so far only known in 
Russia from Dagestan. Since the first records were made 
[Morgun, 2004], it was found in many new localities [Ilyina, 
Morgun, 2010; Tikhonov et al., 2016], and is apparently 
spreading in the region. New to the Chechen Republic.

Cupido (Everes) alcetas (Hoffmannsegg, 1804)* 
(Fig. 4)

Record. Russia, Chechen Republic, 2  km N of Grozny (abandoned 
country houses), 26.06.2013, 17.06.2014, 2 specimens.

Distribution. Known from the North-Western 
Caucasus, where it may be quite common locally [Shchurov, 
2001], but apparently not reported from the Northern-
Central Caucasus [Lvovsky, Morgun, 2007]. New to the 
North-Eastern Caucasus.

Family Pyralidae
Hypsopygia fulvocilialis (Duponchel, 1832)** 

(Fig. 5)

Record. Russia, Chechen Republic, Grozny, 8.08.2014, 11.08.2015, 
2 specimens to light.

Distribution. The species was conditionally reported 
for Russia in the “Catalogue”, after a mention for “Saratov” 
[Slamka, 2006]. Since then, records were published from 
Rostov Region [Poltavsky, 2013]. New to the Northern 
Caucasus.

Selagia argyrella (Denis et Schiffermüller, 1775)* 
(Fig. 6)

Record. Russia, Chechen Republic, Grozny, 27–28.05.2014, 
2 specimens to light.

Distribution. The species was reported from Lower 
Volga Region and the North-Western and Northern-
Central Caucasus (regions  12 and  13 of the “Catalogue” 
[2008]). New to the North-Eastern Caucasus.

Hypochalcia decorella (Hübner, [1810])* 
(Fig. 7)

Record. Russia, Chechen Republic, Grozny, 12.05.2014, 1  specimen 
to light.

Distribution. Nearest published records are from 
Krasnodar Region in the North-Western Caucasus 
[Shchurov, Lagoshina, 2013]. New to the North-Eastern 
Caucasus.

Acrobasis advenella (Zincken, 1818)* 
(Fig. 8)

Record. Russia, Chechen Republic, Grozny, 3, 9.08.2014, 2 specimens 
to light.

Distribution. Nearest published records are from 
Krasnodar Region in the North-Western Caucasus 
[Shchurov, Lagoshina, 2013]. New to the North-Eastern 
Caucasus.

Family Crambidae
Agrotera nemoralis (Scopoli, 1763)* 

(Fig. 9)

Record. Russia, Chechen Republic, Grozny, 15, 23.05.2014, 
2 specimens to light.

Distribution. As this article was in preparation, 
records of this species from the Dagestan Republic were 
published [Poltavsky, Ilyina, 2016]. Prior to this, the nearest 
records were from Kabardino-Balkaria in the Northern-
Central Caucasus [Bolov, 2000] and the species’ presence 
in the North-Eastern Caucasus was expected. New to the 
Chechen Republic.

Evergestis politalis (Denis et Schiffermüller, 1775)* 
(Fig. 10)

Record. Russia, Chechen Republic, Grozny, 12.05, 8.07.2012; 15.08, 
17.09, 6.11.2013; 19.05.2014; 28.07, 7.08.2016, 8 specimens to light.

Distribution. Nearest published records are from 
Kabardino-Balkaria in the Northern-Central Caucasus 
[Bolov, 2000] and the species’ presence in the Chechen 
Republic was expected. New to the North-Eastern 
Caucasus.

Hellula undalis (Fabricius, 1781)* 
(Fig. 11)

Record. Russia, Chechen Republic, Grozny, 17, 26.10.2012; 15, 
26.09.2015, 4 specimens to light.

Distribution. Widely distributed throughout tropics 
and subtropics of the Old World, and frequently brought 
with air masses to temperate regions. Such vagrants are 
reported as far north as Middle Volga Region and Southern 
Urals (regions  10 and  17 of the “Catalogue” [2008]). 
Nearest published records are from the Krasnodar Region 
[Shchurov, Lagoshina, 2013].

Our exclusively late dates also suggest a vagrant nature 
of these occurrences, although the breeding grounds 
are likely to be not far away. New to the North-Eastern 
Caucasus.

Heliothela wulfeniana (Scopoli, 1763)* 
(Fig. 12)

Record. Russia, Chechen Republic, Grozny, 2.09.2012; 15.07, 
25.08.2015; 23.07.2016, 4  specimens by day (common in and around the 
city).

Distribution. Nearest published records are from 
Kabardino-Balkaria in the Northern-Central Caucasus 
[Bolov, 2000] and the species’ presence in the Chechen 
Republic was expected. New to the North-Eastern 
Caucasus.

Metacrambus carectellus (Zeller, 1847)* 
(Fig. 13)

Record. Russia, Chechen Republic, Grozny, 4.06.2014; 6.07.2015; 
7–8, 15, 17, 19, 31.07.2016, 8 specimens to light (common in the city in July-
August of 2016).

Distribution. Nearest published records are from 
Krasnodar Region [Shchurov, Lagoshina, 2013], Rostov 
Region [Poltavsky et al., 2009] and the Kalmyk Republic 
[Anikin et al., 2008]. New to the North-Eastern Caucasus.

Cataclysta lemnata (Linnaeus, 1758)* 
(Fig. 14)

Record. Russia, Chechen Republic, Grozny, 4.05.2014, 1 specimen to 
light.
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Figs 1–18. New and interesting Lepidoptera from Grozny, Chechen Republic, Russia.
Рис. 1–18. Новые и интересные чешуекрылые, Грозный, Чеченская Республика, Россия.
1 – Scythris sinensis (Felder et Rogenhofer, 1875), 25.08.2015; 2 – Eugnosta magnificana (Rebel, 1914), 16.06.2014; 3 – Tarucus balkanicus (Freyer, 

[1844]), 18.08.2015; 4 – Cupido (Everes) alcetas (Hoffmannsegg, 1804), 17.06.2014; 5 – Hypsopygia fulvocilialis (Duponchel, 1832), 11.08.2015; 6 – Selagia 
argyrella (Denis et Schiffermüller, 1775), 28.05.2014; 7 – Hypochalcia decorella (Hübner, [1810]), 12.05.2014; 8 – Acrobasis advenella (Zincken, 1818), 
3.08.2014; 9 – Agrotera nemoralis (Scopoli, 1763), 15.05.2014; 10 – Evergestis politalis (Denis et Schiffermüller, 1775), 7.08.2016; 11 – Hellula undalis 
(Fabricius, 1781), 15.09.2015; 12 – Heliothela wulfeniana (Scopoli, 1763), 25.08.2015; 13 – Metacrambus carectellus (Zeller, 1847), 8.07.2016; 14 – Cataclysta 
lemnata (Linnaeus, 1758), 4.05.2014; 15 – Idaea dimidiata (Hufnagel, 1767), 30.05.2014; 16 – Larentia clavaria (Haworth, 1809), 23.10.2015; 17 – Pelosia 
muscerda (Hufnagel, 1766), 3.06.2014; 18 – Nola cicatricalis (Treitschke, 1835), 8.04.2016.

Distribution. Nearest published records are from 
Kabardino-Balkaria in the Northern-Central Caucasus 
[Bolov, 2000] and the species’ presence in the Chechen 
Republic was expected. New to the North-Eastern 
Caucasus.

Family Geometridae
Idaea dimidiata (Hufnagel, 1767)* 

(Fig. 15)

Record. Russia, Chechen Republic, Grozny, 30.05.2014, 3.06.2015, 
2 specimens to light.

Distribution. Nearest published records are from 
Stavropol Region in the Northern-Central Caucasus 
[Tsvetkov, 2010] and the Kalmyk Republic [Anikin et al., 
2005]. New to the North-Eastern Caucasus.

Larentia clavaria (Haworth, 1809)* 
(Fig. 16)

Record. Russia, Chechen Republic, Grozny, 23.10.2011, 23.10.2015, 
2 specimens to light.

Distribution. The species was reported from the 
North-Western and Northern-Central Caucasus (region 13 
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of the “Catalogue” [2008]). New to the North-Eastern 
Caucasus.

Family Erebidae
Pelosia muscerda (Hufnagel, 1766)* 

(Fig. 17)

Record. Russia, Chechen Republic, Grozny (L.E. Tsepova’s Str.), 26, 
29.05, 3.06.2014, 3 specimens to light.

Distribution. Nearest published records are from 
Kabardino-Balkaria in the Northern-Central Caucasus 
[Matov et al., 2006] and the species’ presence in the 
Chechen Republic was expected. New to the North-Eastern 
Caucasus.

Family Nolidae
Nola cicatricalis (Treitschke, 1835) 

(Fig. 18)

Record. Russia, Chechen Republic, Grozny (Bibliotechnaya Str.), 
8.04.2016, 1 specimen to light.

Distribution. In the Northern Caucasus the species 
was known after a single record from Belidzhi (Dagestan), 
dated 27.04.1926 [Ilyina et al., 2012]. Our record confirms 
the species’ current presence in the North-Eastern 
Caucasus. New to the Chechen Republic.

References
Anikin V.V., Saranova O.A., Trofimova T.A. 2008. New records of Lepidoptera 

(Insecta) fauna in Kalmyk Republic. In: Entomologicheskie i 
parazitologicheskie issledovaniya v Povolzhye [Entomological and 
Parasitological research in Volga Region]. Vol.  7. Saratov: Saratov 
University Press: 46–50 (in Russian).

Anikin V.V., Zolotuhin V.V., Saranova O.E. 2005. New data on Lepidoptera 
of Kalmyk republic. In: Entomologicheskie i parazitologicheskie 
issledovaniya v Povolzhye [Entomological and Parasitological 
research in Volga Region]. Vol. 4. Saratov: Saratov University Press: 
43–49 (in Russian).

Bolov A.A., 2000. Fauna of Pyralid Moths (Lepidoptera, Pyraloidea) of 
Kabardino-Balkaria. Entomological Review. 80(7): 791–805.

Ilyina E.V., Morgun, D.V. 2010. Ecological and faunistic review of butterflies 
(Lepidoptera, Hesperioidea et Papilionoidea) of Daghestan: Part  1. 
Entomological Review. 90(9): 1167–1191.

Ilyina Е.V., Poltavsky A.N., Matov А.Yu., Gasanova N.M.-S. 2012. Katalog 
sovok (Lepidoptera: Nolidae, Erebidae, Noctuidae) Dagestana 
[Catalogue of noctuid moths (Lepidoptera: Nolidae, Erebidae, 
Noctuidae) of the Daghestan]. Makhachkala: Nauka-Dagestan. 192 p. 
(in Russian).

Katalog cheshuekrylykh (Lepidoptera) Rossii [Catalogue of the Lepidoptera 
of Russia. (S.Yu. Sinev ed.)]. 2008. Saint Petersburg – Moscow: KMK 
Scientific Press. 424 p. (in Russian).

Lvovsky A.L., Morgun D.V. 2007. Bulavousye cheshuekrylye Vostochnoy 
Evropy [Butterflies of Eastern Europe]. Moscow: KMK Scientific 
Press. 443 p. (in Russian).

Matov A.Yu., Dubatolov V.V., Bolov A.A. 2006. Thе moths of thе families 
Nоtоdоntidае, Arctiidае, Syntomidae and Lymantriidae (Lepidoptera) 
of Kabardino-Balkaria. In: Entomologicheskie i parazitologicheskie 
issledovaniya v Povolzhye [Entomological and Parasitological 
research in Volga Region]. Vol. 5. Saratov: Saratov University Press: 
39–44 (in Russian).

Morgun D.V. 2004. Two species and genus of blues (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae) 
new to the fauna of Russia. Russian Entomological Journal. 13(1–2): 
96 (in Russian).

Nedoshivina S.V., Saranova O.A. 2005. Contribution to the fauna of 
leafrollers (Lepidoptera, Tortricidae) of Kalmyk republic. In: 
Entomologicheskie i parazitologicheskie issledovaniya v Povolzhye 
[Entomological and Parasitological research in Volga Region]. Vol. 4. 
Saratov: Saratov University Press: 25–34 (in Russian).

Nieukerken van E.J., Kaila  L., Kitching  I.J., Kristensen  N.P., Lees  D.C., 
Minet  J., Mitter  C., Mutanen  M., Regier  J.C., Simonsen  T.J., 
Wahlberg N., Yen S.-H., Zahiri R., Adamski D., Baixeras J., Bartsch D., 
Bengtsson B.Å., Brown J.W., Bucheli S.R., Davis D.R., De Prins J., De  
Prins W., Epstein M.E., Gentili-Poole P., Gielis C., Hättenschwiler P., 
Hausmann A., Holloway J.D., Kallies A., Karsholt O., Kawahara A.Y., 
Koster S. (J.C.), Kozlov M.V., Lafontaine J.D., Lamas G., Landry J.-F.,  
Lee S.,  Nuss M.,  Park K.-T.,  Penz C.,  Rota  J., Schintlemeister A.,  
Schmidt B.C.,  Sohn J.-C., Solis M.A., Tarmann G.M., Warren A.D., 
Weller  S., Yakovlev  R.V., Zolotuhin  V.V., Zwick  A. 2011. Order 
Lepidoptera Linnaeus, 1758. In: Animal biodiversity: An outline 
of higher-level classification and survey of taxonomic richness.                
(Z.-Q. Zhang ed.). Zootaxa. 3148: 212–221.

Poltavsky A.N. 2013. Additions to the fauna of pyralid moths (Lepidoptera: 
Pyraloidea) of Rostov Province. Eversmannia. 33: 31–34 (in Russian).

Poltavsky A.N. 2015. An inventory of Tortricidae (Lepidoptera) from the 
Rostov-on-Don province of Russia. Zootaxa. 4048(4): 538–552.

Poltavsky A.N., Artokhin K.S., Silkin Yu.A. 2009. To the fauna of Pyralid and 
Crambid moths (Lepidoptera: Pyralidae, Crambidae) of Rostov-on-
Don Province. Eversmannia. 17–18: 57–70 (in Russian).

Poltavsky A.N., Ilyina E.V. 2016. New records of some rare Noctuoidea and 
Pyraloidea in Daghestan Republic (Russia). Entomofauna. 37(16): 
265–280.

Proklov V.V., Karayeva S.Z. 2013. New and interesting Lepidoptera records 
from Chechen Republic (Russia). Caucasian Entomological Bulletin. 
9(2): 281–282.

Shchurov V.I., 2001. Ecological and Faunistic Survey of Butterflies 
(Lepidoptera: Papilionoidea, Hesperioidea) in the Northwestern 
Caucasus. Entomological Review. 81(6): 666–680.

Shchurov V.I., Lagoshina A.G. 2013. Pyralid moths (Lepidoptera: Pyralidae, 
Crambidae) of the North-West Caucasus. Proceedings of the Russian 
Entomological Society. 84(1): 76–109 (in Russian).

Slamka F. 2006. Pyraloidea of Europe (Lepidoptera). Volume 1. Pyralinae, 
Galleriinae, Epipaschiinae, Cathariinae & Odontiinae. Identification – 
Distribution – Habitat – Biology. Bratislava: Slamka publishers. 139 p.

Tikhonov V.V., Stradomsky B.V., Kuznetsov G.V., Andreev S.A. 2016. 
Babochki Kavkaza i yuga Rossii [Butterflies of the Caucasus and 
Southern Russia]. Available at: http://babochki-kavkaza.ru/ (accessed 
24 September 2016) (in Russian).

Tsvetkov E.V. 2010. The Geometrid moths of Stavropol Territory 
(Lepidoptera: Geometridae). Eversmannia. 23–24: 64–82.

288                                                                                          V.V. Proklov, S.Z. Karayeva


